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Close Reading of Chapter 8, “All God's Children”, of Bryan Stevenson's Just Mercy 

 

In this chapter, Stevenson tells the stories of several children who were criminally prosecuted in the 

United States. He theorizes about the societal background that might have influenced their sentences 

and presents the narrative of the “super-predators”. 

 

1) Reread the passage about super-predators in Just Mercy (from “The Stinney execution […]” 

(p. 159) to “[…] postconviction challenges almost impossible.” (p. 160)). 

 
2) In your own words, explain what super-predators are, who supported the idea and what it was 

based on. 
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