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THE STORY 
BEHIND THE STORY

When reading a story, it is important to understand the bigger story 
behind it. Read pages 186 to 189 and focus on the following tasks. 

Task 1: Summarize the key aspects of the paragraph. If you need help, take a 
look at the rear side of the worksheet.

Title



How were mentally ill people treated in the nineteenth century?
What happened in the late nineteenth century? Take a look at the 
consequences. 
What happened in the twentieth century? What were the consequences?
What happens to many of the mentally ill people today? 
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Task 3: What does the term deinstitutionalization mean? Explain the term to 
the person next to you and take notes.  

Task 2: Describe your personal thoughts on the topic. If you need help, 
consider the questions on the rear side of the worksheet.
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Is the provided information surprising, shocking, interesting, boring...?
Which information was new to you?
How far do your thoughts fit your previous associations you had about the 
chapter?

Task 2:  
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First think about the advantages and disadvantages of 
 deinstitutionalization on your own. 
Then - without speaking - write down at least three advantages and three 
disadvantages of deinstitutionalization in your selection of the placemat.
Turn the piece of paper clockwise and read your classmate's sections. 
Again do this without speaking.
Discuss your ideas in your group. If you need help, use your discussion 
tickets.
Write your results in the group section in the middle of the placemat.
Be prepared to present your results in class. 
Use the blank space below to note the most important aspects.

Task 4: In groups of four, discuss the advantages and disadvantages of 
 deinstitutionalization. Use the provided placemat. 
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